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Voted, that the above gift of the Library of the American Statistical 
Association be accepted, and that the Librarian arrange for the 
transfer of the material at such times and in such manner as may be 
convenient. 

Division op Documents and Statistics. — A reorganization of 
the collections of documents is under way, in the charge of Mr. 
Worthington C. Ford, late Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of the 
Treasury Department, Washington. Material already on the shelves 
will be assembled, systematic effort made to complete the collections, 
and the scope of the whole increased. The Library of the American 
Statistical Association, the gift of which was noticed in the November 
bulletin, has been added to the collections belonging to the Library. 

The Division will at no distant day be fully equipped for the service 
of the public. Not only are the issues of the United States govern- 
ment received, but the leading publications of the different States and 
municipalities are on file. The foreign reports of a corresponding 
character will be added, and special care paid to keeping the depart- 
ment in touch with the important problems of government now under 
discussion in Europe and America. Statistics on population, finance, 
commerce, transportation, migration, and colonies, among other topics, 
will receive special attention. 



DEATHS IN CHILD-BIRTH. 



An elaborate article on Deaths in Child-birth in New South Wales, 
by T. A. Coghlan, is published in the Journal of the Royal Statistical 
Society for September, 1898. The investigation is founded on the 
deaths and births registered in New South Wales during the four 
years 1893-96. In regard to the deaths from each confinement the 
information available covers only three years, 1894-96, during which 
there were 115,669 confinements and 813 deaths due to child-birth. 
Of these, 9920 were confinements of unmarried women. The follow- 
ing table relates to married women only : — 



17] 



Deaths in Child-Birth. 
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Confinements. 


Births. 


Deaths in 
Child-birth. 


Confinements. 


Births. 


Deaths in 
Child-birth. 


1 


20,145 

17,203 

14,908 

12,319 

10,396 

8,663 

6,808 

5,302 

3,805 

2,683 

1,727 

978 


175 
79 
85 
61 
67 
56 
43 
40 
40 
21 
16 
21 


13 


534 
261 
123 
56 
32 
8 
5 
1 

2 


7 


2 


14 


1 




15 


1 


4 


16 




5 








18 


1 




19 




8 


20 

21 




9 




10 


22 




11 


23 




12 


















105,749 


714 



A table is also presented showing the probability of death during 
confinement as follows : — 



Confinement. 



1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 



Probability of Death during Confinement. 



First Approximation. 



0.008687 
0.004592 
0.005702 
0.004952 
0.006445 
0.006547 
0.006316 
0.007644 
0.010512 
0.008130 
0.009265 
0.021472 
0.013109 



Adjusted Figures. 



0.0087 
0.0066 
0.0055 
0.0052 
0.0052 
0.0057 
0.0064 
0.0074 
0.0084 
0.0097 
0.0118 
0.0142 
0.0168 



The risk attending the first birth is greater than that of any sub- 
sequent one up to the ninth. The minimum risk would appear to be 
at the fourth, but the increase in risk at subsequent confinements 
may be due to the increased age of the mother and not to a loss of 
vitality or other cause. When ages are taken into account it is found 
that the risk attending upon the first birth is at a minimum at the 
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22nd or 23rd year, and, after five years, increases rather rapidly with 
age. Age is a great factor in the risk, but even with the increased 
age the risk attending the first confinement is greater than any sub- 
sequent one up to the ninth. 

The following table shows the average number of children to 
women marrying at any age, the husband's age assumed to be five 
years older than wife's : — 











Total Average 


Age. 


Probability of 




Number of Children 






Birth during 


Children. 


to Women 






the Year. 


Annually. 


Marrying at Age in 
first column. 


Female. 


Male. 


20 


25 


0.445 


0.4420 


7.2217 


21 


26 


0.428 


0.4238 


6.7797 


22 


27 


0.413 


0.3987 


6.3559 


23 


28 


0.398 


0.3937 


5.9572 


24 


29 


0.385 


0.3806 


5.5635 


25 


30 


0.372 


0.3576 


5.1829 


26 


31 


0.358 


0.3425 


4.8253 


27 


32 


0.346 


0.3415 


4.4828 


28 


33 


0.335 


0.3305 


4.1413 


29 


34 


0.327 


0.3223 


3.8108 


30 


35 


0.318 


0.3133 


3.4885 


31 


36 


0.311 


0.3062 


3.1752 


32 


37 


0.304 


0.2991 


2.8690 


33 


38 


0.297 


0.2919 


2.5699 


34 


39 


0.289 


0.2839 


2.2780 


36 


40 


0.279 


0.2738 


1.9941 


36 


41 


0.270 


0.2648 


1.7203 


37 


42 


0.258 


0.2428 


1.4555 


38 


43 


0.245 


0.2401 


1.2127 


39 


44 


0.228 


0.2230 


0.9726 


40 


45 


0.200 


0.1955 


0.7496 


41 


46 


0.169 


0.1651 


0.5541 


42 


47 


0.125 


0.1222 


0.3890 


43 


48 


0.095 


0.0926 


0.2668 


44 


49 


0.070 


0.0682 


0.1742 


45 


50 


0.048 


0.0467 


0.1060 


46 


51 


0.030 


0.0292 


0.0593 


47 


52 


0.017 


0.0165 


0.0301 


48 


53 


0.007 


0.0068 


0.0136 


49 


54 


0.004 


0.0039 


0.0068 


50 


55 


0.002 


0.0019 


0.0029 



The next table shows the probability of death from each confine- 
ment : — 



19] Notes on the Treasury Estimates for 1900. 
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Confinement. 


Probability of Dying. 


Probability of Living. 


1 


0.0087 
0.0066 
0.0055 
0.0052 
0.0052 
0.0057 
0.0064 
0.0074 


0.9913 




0.9934 


3 


0.9945 


4 


0.9948 


5 


0.9948 


6 


0.9943 




0.9936 


8 


0.9926 







III the discussion which followed it was asserted that the maternal 
mortality in London was not nearly as high as that shown for New 
South Wales. A mortality of 1 per cent would be considered 
monstrous. If New South Wales were so unfortunate as to have a 
mortality of 1 in 121, something should be done. 



NOTE ON THE TREASURY ESTIMATES FOR 1900. 



At the second session of the 54th Congress there was appropriated 
for the expenses of the government in the fiscal year 1898, a year of 
peace, the sum of $433,069,740.* On the following year the appro- 
priations for the same purposes would have been $453,661,078. The 
war appropriations increased this sum to $793,305,690. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury asks in his estimates for the year 1900 the sum 
of $588,782,491. This is an increase of 36 per cent over the appro- 
priations for 1898, and of 32 per cent over those for 1899. Almost 
every dollar of this increase is for unproductive expenditure. Of this 
increased expenditure the leading items are : — 



Army, 

Navy, 

Pensions, .... 
Fortifications (home), 



1898. 

$23,129,344 

33,003,234 

141,263,880 

9,517,141 



1900. 

$145,119,432 

39,114,652 

145,233,830 

12,151,898 



Increase. 

$121,990,088 
6,111,418 
3,969,950 
2,634,757 



These four items account for an increase of $134,706,213 out of a 
total increase of $155,712,751, or 86 per cent. 

Hardly a department of the government does not add items of cost 
incident to the control of the late Spanish possessions, but we need 
not stop to enumerate them. 

* Post office appropriations and expenditures are omitted. 



